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Box. 
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Box No. I 



Baas of the report 



Whh regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 

[ 1 This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language • 

' ' which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 

□ 



the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

pages 1-18 



as originally filed/furnished 



pages* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the claims: 
nos. 2-4, 6 
nos.* 
nos.* 
nos.* 



as originally filed/furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
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received by this Authority on 22.02.2005 
received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 

sheets fig. 1-8 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 
□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the description, pages 
the claims, nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 



the sequence listing (specify): 



any tablets) related to sequence listing (specify): 



f | This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
' ' they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, nos. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the drawings, sheets/figs 



the sequence listing (specify): 



any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked ''superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Artide 35(2) with regard to novdty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

dtations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novdty (N) 

Inventive step OS) 



Claims 1^_6 
Claims 



Claims 

Claims 1 ~ 6 



Industrial applicability (1A) claims 1~6 
Claims 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The following documents are cited in the 
international search report. 



Document 1: JP 2002-230143 A (Toshiba Engineering Corp.), 
16 August 2002, entire text and fig. 1 to 7 
(Family: none) 

Document 2: "Kankyo eno Torikumi Hyoka, Saiko wa Nippon 
IBM NPO ga Chosa Kekka Kohyo, " Nihon Keizai 
Shinbun, Chokan, 27 February 2003, page 15 



Explanation 



Document 1 cited in the international search report 
discloses a system which evaluates the responses to 
survey items that are distributed via a network, creates 
a database of the evaluated responses and then presents 
the results to a user. 

Therefore, it would have been easy for a person 
skilled in the art to conceive of using the system that 
is disclosed in document 1 in order to evaluate the 
environmental ratings that are associated with a hearing 
survey like that which is disclosed in document 2 cited 
in the international search report. 
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dtations and explanations supporting such statement 

In addition, a person skilled in the art could 
employ a configuration for quantifying the degree to 
which a subject is striving to improve (such as the 
configuration that is set forth on page 17 of the 
description, for example), as desired. 

Furthermore, document 1 (paragraphs [00 63] to 
[0067]) presents a configuration whereby when the 
diagnostic system is employed, the results of the 
diagnosis are communicated by means of e-mail and then 
business activities are carried out while making 
reference to the diagnostic results in question; therein, 
document 1 suggests the feature of using a network in 
order to exchange information in both directions. 
Therefore, it would have been easy for a person skilled 
in the art to conceive of configuring so that it is 
possible to participate in an environmental ranking 
process over a network by participating in hearing 
surveys or the like by means of a well-known technical 
means such as e-mail. 



Form PCT/I PEA/409 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



